Paul, an aPost]c of Christ Jesus }39 the will of (God, and Timotlwy our brother, ToGod's holy
People in (_olossae, the faithful brothers and sisters in (Christ: (Grace and peace to you from (God
our Father. \/\/e alwags thank Gocl, the Fatner of our Lord Jesus Christ) because we have heard of
5ourxcait}1 in Christ _Jesus and of the love you have for all his PCOP]C——H‘IC faith and love that sprang
from the hope stored up Foryou in heaven and about which you have a!readg heard in the true word of
the gospe] that has come to you. Jn the same way, the gospel is bcaring fruit and growing throughout
the whole worlcl—just as it has been doing among you since the dag you heard it and ’cruly understood
(od's grace. Youlearned it from Epaplﬁras) our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of
Christ on our behalf, and who also told us oxcgour love in the Spirit For this reason, since the day we
heard about you, we have not stoPPed praying for you. We continually ask (God to fill you with the
knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may
live alife wortlﬁg of the | ord and P!casc him in every way: bcaring fruit in every good work, growing in
the knowledge of (God, being strengtnened with all power according to his glorious might so that you
may have great endurance and Pa’cience, and givingjogmcu] thanks to the ]:atlﬂcr, who has qua]i)ciecl you
to share in the inheritance of his Peoplc in the kingdom of ]igl‘nt. Forhe has rescued us from the
dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we redemption,
the Forgivcness of sins. T]’]e Sonis the image of the invisible (God, the firstborn over all creation. [For
in him all things were created: tnings in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. [He is before all
tl’lings, and in him all tnings hold togctner. And he is the head of the bodg, the church; he is the
bcginning and the firstborn from among, the dead, so that in evergthing he might have the supremacy.
l:or God was P]ease& to have all his fullness dwell in him, and througn him to reconcile to himself all
things, whether tl'xings on earth or things in heaven, ]35 making peace through his }Jlood, shed on the
cross. Once you were alienated from (God and were enemies in your minds because oxcyour evil
behavior. But now he has reconciled you bg Christ’s Phgsica] bodg througlﬁ death to Present you
holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—if you continue in your faith, established
and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. T his is the gospel that you heard and
that has been Proclaimed to every creature under l’leavcn, and of which ], Faul, have become a servant.
Now | rejoiCC in what | am sugering for you, and | fill up inmy flesh what is lacking in regard to (Christ
a]cﬂic’cions, for the sake of his bo&g, which is the church. | have become its servant }33 the commission
(od gave me to present to you the word of (God in its fullness—the mystery that has been kcp’c
hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s Peop!e. To them God has
chosen to make known among the (Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, whichis Cnrist in you,
the hoPe oFglorg. We Proc]aim him, aclmonishing and teacning everyone with all wisdom so that we may
present everyone full mature in Christ. | o this end | strenuously contend with all the energy Christ
50 Powencu”g works in me. | want you to know how hard | am contcncling for you and for those at

| aodicea, and for all who have not met me Persona”g. ij goal is that tlﬂeg may be encouraged in



heart and united in love, so that they may have the fill riches of comp!ete unclerstanc]ing, in order that
theg may know the mystery of God, namelg, (hrist, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge. | tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. [For though
| am absent from you in body, | am present with you in sPirit and &elight to see how disciplinccl you are
and how firm 5our1caitl'1 in Christ is. So then,jus’c as you received (Christ Jesus as | ord, continue to
live your lives in "xim, rooted and built up in him, strengthene& in the faith as you were taugiﬁt, and
overﬂowing with thankfulness. Seetoit that no one takes you cap’civc through hallow and decep’cive
Philosopl"ng, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather
than (Christ. [Torin (Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodi]y form, and in Christ you have
been brought to fullness. [ e is the head over every power and authoritg. ]n him you were also
circumcised with a circumcision not Perpormecl b\(j human hands. Your sinful nature was put off when
you were circumcised bg Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised
with him through 3our1caitl'1 in the working of (God, who raised from the dead. When you were dead in
your sins and in the uncircumcision omcgour sinful nature, (3od made you alive with C}nrist [He Forgave
us all our sins, having canceled the ci‘large of our !cgal indcb’ccdncss, which stood against us and
condemned us: he has taken it away, nai]ing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and
authorities, he made a Public spectac!e of them, triumphing over them ]39 the cross. Tl’]ermcore do not
let angonejudge you }33 what you eat or drink, or with regard to a re]igious festival, a New Moon
celebration ora Sabbath day. T hese are a shadow of the things that were to come; the realitg,
however, is found in (Christ. Do not let anyone who dclights in false humi]itg and the worship of angcls
disqualhcg you. Such People also go into great detail about what theg have seen, and their unsPiritual
minds l:>u1c1C them up with idle notions. Theﬂ have lost connection with the head, from whom the whole
boclg, suPPortcd and held togcthcr 139 its ligamcnts and sinews, grows as (God causes it to grow.
Since you died with Christ to the elemental spiritual forces of this world, W!"Iy, as ’chough you still
belong to the wor]d, do you submit to its rules: “Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!” These
rules, which have to do with things that are all destined to Perish with use, are based on merelg human
commands and teachings. Such regu]ations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-
imposcd WOFSl’IiP, their false humilitg and their harsh treatment of the bodg, but tlﬂeg lack any value in
restraining sensual indulgenccs. Since, then, you have been raised with (Christ, set your heart on
things above, where Christ is seated at the rigiﬁ’c hand of (God. Set your minds on ’chings abovc, not
on eartHg things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christin God. When Christ, who is
your life appears, then you will also appear with him in glorg. Fut to death, therefore, whatever belongs
to your eart}ﬁ]y nature: sexual immora!itg, imPuritg, lust, evil desires and greed, which is ido!atrg.
Pecause of these, the wrath of (God is coming. You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once
lived. But now you must also rid 3ourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and
Filthg language from your lips. Do notlie to each other, since you have taken o1c1cgour old self with its

Prac’cices and have puton the new self, which is being renewed in knowlec’ge in the image of its



(Creator. [Here there is no (Gentile orJew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave
orfree, but Christis all, and is in all. T herefore, as (God's chosen Peop]e, holg and clearlg loved,
clothe 3ourse]ves with compassion, kindness, humility, gent]eness and Patience. Bear with each other
and Forgive one another if any oFgou has a grievance against someone. Forgivc as the | ord Forgavc
you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in Pcrfcct unity. | etthe
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one bodg you were called to peace. And be
thankful. | et the message of Chris’c dwell among you ricHH as you teach and admonish one another
with all wisdom ’chrough Psa!ms) hgmns and songs from the Spirit, singing to (God with gra’ci’cude in
your hearts. And whatevergou &o, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lorcl Jesus)
giving thanks to (God the [Tather through him. Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the

| ord. [Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. (Children, obeg your parents in
cvcrgthing, forthis Plcases the | ord. [Tathers, do not embitter your children, or t}wcg will become
discouraged. Slaves, obey your eartHg masters in everything; and do it, not onlg when their eye is on
you and to curry their 1Cavor, but with sinceri’cg of heart and reverence for the Lord‘ Whatcvcrgou clo)
work at it with all your i’lear’c, as working for the | ord, not for human masters, since you know that you
will receive and inheritance from the | ord as a reward. [tis the | ord Christ you are serving. Those
who do wrong will be rePaicl for their wrongs, and there is no favoritism. Masters, Provide your slaves
what is right and fair, because you also have a Master in heaven. Devote 5ourselves to prayer, being
watchful and thankful. AﬂC} pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message that we may
Proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which | am in chains. Frag that | may Proclaim it clcarlg, as | should.
PBe wise in the way you act towards outsiders; make the most of every oPPortunitg. | et your
conversation be alwags full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer
everyone. Tgcl'xicus will tell you all the news about me. [e is a dear brothcr, a faithful minister and
fellow servant in the | ord. | am sencling him to you forthe CXpress purpose that you may know about
our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts. [ e is coming with Onesimus, our faithful
and dear brother, who is one oFgou. Theg will tell you evergthing that is happening here. Mg fellow
Prisoner Avristarchus sends you his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have
received instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.) Jcsus, who is called Justus, also
sends greetings. T hese are the only Jews among my co-workers for the kingdom of (God, and they
have Proved a comfort to me. Ephaphras, who is one of you and a servant of (Christ _Jesus, sends
greetings. [Heis alwags wrcstling in Pragchorﬂou, that you may stand firm in all the will of C}oclJ
mature and Fu”g assured. | vouch for him that he is working hard Forgou and for those at | aodicea
and Hierapolis. Qurdear friend Lui(e, the doctor, and Demas send greetings. Giive my greetings to
the brothers and sisters at | aodicea, and to Ngmpha and the church in her house. After this letter
has been read to you, see that itis also read in the church of the | aodiceans and that you in turn read
the letter from | aodicea. Te” Archippus: “«See to it that you complctc the work you received in the
| ord.” |, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. Remember my chains. (Grace be with you.



